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What the War Taught
an English Physician

TK a man Waiting oul to write a book

should he too keenly conscious o all
the books that had been written before on
his or any other given topic, probably
lower books would be written. The author
of A Physician in France, an Englishman,
Major-Ge- Sir Wilmot Hcrringhnm, has
not been burdened with any such con-

sciousness which is probably the reason
why he has written so readable a book.

lie b?giii3 at the beginning, discusses
the origins of the war and varying aims
and contracting ideals, and proceeds in
a leisurely manner to comment not only
upon his particular part in the war, as
consulting physician to the British army,
but upon everything that happened dur-

ing 'his long service in France to come
under his observation. And being a man
of quick mentality and obvious scholar-
ship little escaped his observation, so
that in bis book he not only writes of
wound.? and fevers and shell shock and
gas and various hospital experiences, but
of religion and education and literature
and contrasting French and English ways.

The author was past middle life and
counccted with a well known London hos-

pital when the war began. He served as
consulting physician from the first battle
of Ypres to the signing of the armistice.
He says that although he might be con-

sidered, after thirty-tiv- e years' experience,
to bo well equipped for his profession he
learned more medicine during the live

years of the war than in any previous
live years of his life.

Itut he learned more than medicine,

lie learned, for example, that a modern

attack U not as it has generally been

painted. There is nothing swift or rush-

ing or dramatic about it. On the con-

trary, it is a slow walk, about the pace of
a funeral march, and looks, as he quotes
somdmc saying, "like a geologizing party,"

lis repeats the story of the young oflicer

who dribbled a football in front of his
men, and says it recalls Napier's story of
Cloudcsloy Shovel getting off his horse to

tighten his girths in front of a regiment
which was being subjected to a very se-

vere fire.
The Duke cursed him for a young

foo1, but he excused himself by saying,

'I thought, sir, the men were getting a

little unsteady.' "

The author says Barbusse in Under

Fire gives the only accurate description

he has read of a modern attack. Ho

praises the Frenchman's book and recom-

mends to readers an Englishman's book,

which we also liked, A Temporary Gen-tlem-

in France, about a little auctioneer

from Brixton, who in his letter home,

after being wounded, humorously
himself in the lnuguage of an

auction room catalogue, "slightly dam-

aged," &e.
Although this Englishman found mueh

to criticise in France, especially in matters

of sanitation, ho by no means permits the

English to escape. lie especially ad-

vises the encouragement of dentistry

amoug them, seeming to suggest that the

morning tub aud shave might be neglected

onco in a wbilo in favor of the toothbrush.

Hp criticises the abbreviated skirts of

tin English nurses, not from any ed

prudery, but because the

English leg sufTcrs by contrast with the

French. "The English leg is, I am sorry

to say, biglily inelegant, whereas the

French are very neat, and when you get

a really good view of the whole leg to

just below the knee the contrast is dis-

tressing."
Although there is much in the boott
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THE
PECULIAR

MAJOR
By KEBLE HOWARD
An extraordinarily peculiar

man was the Major. People

cre rather startled when, from

being right there in front of
them, solid as only a British
officer can be, he would sud-

denly vanish into thin air.
Keble Howard has made a

most diverting stdry out of the
Major's unusual powers. ' But
there was one drawback: th?
powers were powerless against
the eyes of love. And two la- -.
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that will doubtless bo especially interest-
ing to tho medical profession, there is
even more for tho general rcuder who

may not yet havo gone on strike against
reading any more war books.

A PHYSICIAN IN FltA-NO- By Major-Qkn- .

6m Wauor Hhuunuham. Long-man-

Green & Co.

Uncas a la Wyeth
N. C. WYETH has illustrated a

Mil.new edition of lite Last of the

MMcans, The result wc think one of the

least successful of tho clas-

sics. With a single exception, the hand-

clasp of Hawkeye and Chingnchgook over

Uneas's grave, the paintings that most

appeal to us are not very specifically

illustrations at all; they arc, rather, ap-

propriate pictures. Mr. Wyeth is fond

of firelit interiors, and wc like his Indians

in the council tent, and his conception of

the unmasking of Hawkeye before Dun-

can. But candor compels us to say that

we greatly dislike tho fruit cakcy rich-

ness of color in several of his other con-

tributions.

All Indians look alike to Mr. Wyeth.

though undoubtedly he is accurate in dis-

tinguishing among tribal insignia and ap-

purtenances. But facially, characteristi-

cally, Uncas and Magna are as two

clothespins. Even if this were good an-

thropology and memories of a boyhood

passed near the Onondaga reservation
convince us that it is not it is bud Feni-mor- e

Cooper. Only Europeans imagine
nowadays that Cooper's Indians and the
real article had much in common. And
yet Cooper's are immortal. Then why

not graphically reflect their individuali-

ties? Hawkeye is better, but this Hawk-

eye is any Dcerslayer, not a particular
one. Duncan and the girls are lay fig-

ures, though that is no serious matter.
David is a scarecrow The

flight of Duncan and Alice through the
forest in the moonlight simply shows that
Mr. Wyeth ought to give study to moon-

lit trees.
Wo have not forgiven this capable Pyle

disciple for his failure to individualize
the pirates in Treasure Island. We ac-

knowledge Uiut Cooper's redskins aie more

of a problem than Stevenson's mutineers.
Even then wo insist that something might
have been accomplished, especially with
the so noble Uncas and the so villainous
lingua.

However, here is a new edition of a

story that is part of the heritage of youth,
and plenty of young people are sure to

like it as a gift.

THE LAST OF THE MOHICANS. Bv
James Fekimore Cooper. Illustrated by
N. C. Wviirt. Charles Scribacr's Sons.

A Plea for 'Prentices.
wc think of an apprentice

WHEN think of a half clad, half

starved boy bouud to n cruel master for
a number of years, culled and perhaps
beaten, and earning only his board and
keep and not much of that. Rufus Steele
has a different conception altogether and
in his littlo book, Aces for Industry, ho

a3ks for a return to tho apprentice in
industry. Ho thinks wo have been so

bus' perfecting tho machine that wc Jiave

been neglecting tho human clement. :

He relates tho experiment of a jman

who took ten boys, apprentices, in a fac-

tory, to train them in industrial intelli-

gence and to teach them the business from

the ground up. The experiment was suc-

cessful, rcsultiug in greater intelligence,
efficiency, initiative and interest in work,

and, it follows, greater and higher grade

production.
Incidentally, the boys bad the time of

their lives and did not find mathematics,

physics, technology and tho rest so bad

when put to immediato and practical ap-

plication. Tho idea is to develop not only

an esprit do corps among industrial

workers, but tho spirit of tho individual,

fired, liko tho "aces" among the aviators,

to do bravo and dnri.ig Btunts on their

own account. A mr.. gets more pleasure
out of driving an automobile, and drives

better if ho understands the mechanism.

The samo thing probably follows with a

man behind a machino in a factory.

Mr. Steele does not think that all the

brains should be permitted to go iuto tho

machines and to this end advocates the

return of the apprentico and thorough

industrial training. Ho presents his idea
attractively.

AGES FOB INDUSTRY. Ht Runrs Steele.
Boston: Houghton MhHin Company.

Snow-Blindne- ss and
Other Adventures

ENOS A. MILLS has a passion for
open in exactly tho same way

that somo men havo a passion for draw
poker or tho races. In his book, The
Adventures of a Nature Guide, ho lakes
his 'readers on rambles through tho forests
and tho mountains of tho West, sometimes
above timbcrlino into tho trackless white
wastes of tho continent's roof tree. No
one who finds pleasure outdoors, or in-

terest in nature, can fail to follow him
eagerly through his 271 pages.

On one occasion Mr. Mills lost his snow
glasses just before leaving tho timber in
tho high altitudes of tho Rockies. Not
realizing his danger, ho pushed on into
the snow fields under the brilliant sun.
Not many hours later his eyes began to
pain and tbo snow-blindne- settled upon
him. Experienced as he was, Mr. Mills
says that, at first ho did not realizo his
danger. Tho task of finding his way back-t- o

the timber, picking up a trail and
reaching tho cabin of somo woodsmau
confronted, but he faced it bravely.

If courage had been his only resource

There

..

3"
In) could never have passed through tho
adventure alive. lib together
with good fortune, saved him. Once a
mountain snow slide loosened itself from
above and he heard tho thunder of the

approaching avalanche which ha could

not sec. He stood perfectly still and
missed him by a dozen paces. He later
lost one of his snow shocn and groped in

the darkness for hours before he found
it. On another occasion thin ice gave

his weight and his feet and
legs would havo frozen

' had he not
stumbled upon a deserted mountain cabin
and built a fire in the stove he found in-

side. And all the timo his eyes were giv-

ing him exquisite pain ! He could not
have lnsted much longer; the reader is re-

lieved when at length he finds shelter and
friends.

Mr. Mills gives us intimate pictures of
wild life, ne spends days and weeks in

silently observing the birds and beasts
which, after all, is said of "instinct," have
so very much about them that seems

"human."

GOOD NOVELS FOR EVERY LIBRARY PUBLIC OR PRIVATE

Mare Nostrum By V. BLASCO IBANEZ $1.90
"Supreme in contemporary fiction." New York Times Book Renew (editorial).
"As a novel it is tremendous." The New York Tribune.

The Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse $1.90
BLASCO IBANEZ' great novel is still one ol the books most in demand in
libraries all over the United States.

Blood and Sand By V. BLASCO IBANEZ. $1.90
"A picture, colorful and dramatic, of the national sport ot Spain." A Times.

Cynthia By LEONARD MERRICK. $1.75
Merrick excels in depicting women; he has done nothing better than this.

Conrad in Quest of His Youth $1-7-
5

LEONARD MERRICK'S whimsical, exceedingly appealing novel.

The Man Who Understood Women and other stories $1.75
Mr. MERRICK'S short stories, "an amazingly rich collection." N . Y. Times.

The Way of All Flesh By SAMUEL butler. $1.65
"It is one of the greatest novels of the world." Arnold Bennett.

Erewhon By SAMUEL BUTLER. $1.65
"Shrewd and biting satires the best of its kind since Gulliver." Birrell.

El Supremo By EDWARD LUCAS WHITE. $1.90
One of the most brilliant South American historical novels ever written.

Amaliai A Romance of the Argentine By JOSE MARMOL. $2.00
An equally important contribution to the history of South America.

The Purple Land . By W. H. HUDSON. .$1.75
Whom Theodore Roosevelt as combining the gift of seeing with the
priceless gift of so vividly setting it forth that others also see it.

A Crystal Age By W. H. HUDSON. $1.75
The author of the most fascinatingly individual of all modem autobiographies
presents liis dream of a new and cleaner civilization.

Light (Clarte) By HENRI BARBUSSE. $1.90
"A great book written in his strongest vein by one of the rao3t daring of France s
modern Phila. Public Ledger.

Under Fire By HENRI BARBUSSE. $1.90
The most mercilessly truthful book on the war, ulso the most human. "The
greatest of the books that voice the new soul of France." Nation.

Salt: The Education of Griffith Adaim By C. G. NORRIS. $1.75
A sincere, powerful, outspoken story of menaces which really, exist in American
school, college and business life, and which should be frankly faced.

The Man With the Lamp By JANET laing. $1.90
"Miss Laing's people are the stuff of which life is so often, and stories, alas, so
seldom, made. Boston Evening 2'ranscript.

Before the Wind By JANET laing. $1.75
"A romance, a detective story, whimsical and mo3t readable." iV. Y. Times.

The Crescent Moon By F. BRETT YOUNG. $1.75
"A singularly powerful tale, a living revelation of Africa itself." iV. Y. Tribune.

"

The Street of Adventure By PHILIP GIBBS. $1.90
"A picture of the romance and struggle of a gTeat paper seen from the inside.
." . . Something out of the ordinary." Detroit Free Press.

The Gamesters By H. C. BAILEY. $1.75
Sparkling e3capade3, gay adventures in the European capitals of about 1740.

The Fear of Living By HENRI BORDEAUX. $1.90
"Plot, characters, setting, each add their share to its artistic triumph."
Transcript.

Little Houses
is in it an individuality and

Kings-at-Ar- ms .... .

woodcraft,

it

THE ADVENTURES OF A NATURE
GUIDE. I)y Enos A, Mii.uj. Doublcday,
Tago & Co".

By GEORGE WODEN.. $1.90
fre3hne3S which cannot fail to satisfy. 5

By MARJORIE BOWEN. $1.75 1
. 1 1 r l 1 l - 11.. 1 : fl

1 W, 47th St..& HOWE, Now York :

An historical novel ot tnc lime 01 reier me ureav uiai reauy m.
Greater Than the Greatest $175

The Betrayers Also by HAMILTON DRUMMOND. $1.90
Love stories of great beauty, set against tho background of the tremendous 13th
century struggles between Emperor and Pope.

The Homestead By zephine Humphrey. $1.90
The Boston Herald: "It ha3 real charm a rare combination of realism and
fantasy . . . drawn with great delicacy and insight."

Silver and Gold By DANE coolidge. $1.75
The World calls it "A good story" fairly drips local color . .

The humor of tho book is a pure joy."

These books are on Balo in any bookstore, or may be obtained direct from

All prices net
postage extra
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writers."

E. P. BUTTON & CO. ra,r
Modern American Poetry

By LOUIS UNTERMEYER 2nd printing. $1.40

The best introductory anthology of American poetry since Whitman; some 130

poems from 75 authors, selected by one of our leading contemporary poets and critics.
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